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OKALOOSA COUNTY CONSTRUCTION COMPETENCY BOARD 

MINUTES

January 27, 2016
The regular meeting of the Okaloosa County Construction Competency Board was held Wednesday,    January 27, 2016, at 3:00 p.m. at the Okaloosa County Administration Complex, 1250 Eglin Parkway N., first floor Commissioner’s Chambers, Shalimar, Florida. Board members in attendance were Mike Chesser, Linda Flowers, Ray Buck, Buddy Gordon, Skip Miller, Randy Wise, Jimmy Henderson, Skip Royster and Damian Curtis. Jason Buck, Bob Fisher and Mike Dean were not present. 
Growth Management staff in attendance were Lisa Payton, Code Enforcement Supervisor; Renée Lucas, License Specialist; and Teresa Mullins, Administrative Assistant II.  Kerry Parsons, Assistant County Attorney, was also present. 
I. Call to Order

Chairman Mike Chesser called the meeting to order.
a. Roll Call:
Ms. Teresa Mullins conducted roll call.

II. Acknowledge Guests
Chairman Chesser welcomed staff, applicants and guests. 
III.  Approval of Minutes:  November 18, 2015:  
Motion to approve the minutes made by Skip Royster; seconded by Jimmy Henderson; approved unanimously.
IV. Announcements:  

Renée Lucas informed the Board that staff received notice by phone from Bob Fisher that he is resigning from the Board as he is unable to meet the attendance requirements.  Ms. Lucas stated that a notice would be placed via press release that a General/Building/Residential or Roofing Contractor is being sought to fill Mr. Fisher’s seat on the Board.  Ms. Lucas further stated that any contractor who applied would have to be a resident of Okaloosa County and have held his/her license for no less than 5 consecutive years.  Ms. Lucas stated that if any of the Board members knew of someone who would like to serve to have that contractor contact staff.  Ms. Lucas noted that any such applicant would have to be willing to serve for 3 years. 

Jimmy Henderson asked if there was any requirement regarding whether the contractor holds a State Registered or State Certified license. 

Ms. Lucas stated that either license type would be acceptable. 

V.  Old Business:
a.
Update – Jason C. Wacker, WCC Roofing & Sheet Metal Inc
Lisa Payton, Okaloosa County Code Enforcement Supervisor, addressed the Board, reminding the members that they heard the case against WCC Roofing & Sheet Metal, license holder Jason C. Wacker, at the November 18, 2015 meeting.  Ms. Payton stated that this company and its license holder were brought before the Board due to staff’s receipt of 3 complaints or violations of County Ordinances within a 12 month period.  Ms. Payton reminded the Board of the motion made at the November meeting:
Motion that he pays restitution to Mr. Aden for $8,000.00 and we also put him on probation until he decides he wants to be at one of our meetings or we set it for the January 27 meeting; second by Damian Curtis; approved unanimously.

Ms. Payton noted that the only reason this issue is on the agenda is due to the Board’s order that Mr. Wacker appear before them.  Ms. Payton stated that there will be no contesting of the Board’s order at this meeting as any contest of the Board’s order would have to be heard by the County Court.  Ms. Payton further stated that the $8,000.00 payment required has been paid, his crew is working to close out the open permits and Mr. Wacker is working on obtaining his General Contractor’s license, and he is present at this meeting, so all the other requirements of the Board’s order have been met.
Jimmy Henderson stated that as he recalled, the Board’s order was that restitution be paid and that his permitting privileges were suspended until such time as he appeared before this Board. 

Chairman Chesser recused himself due to a conflict and passed the gavel to Vice-Chairman Flowers
Mr. Jason Wacker of 37 Front Street, Valley Park, Missouri, introduced himself to the Board.
Vice-Chairman Flowers informed Mr. Wacker that the Board had some questions at the Disciplinary Hearing but were unable to question him at that time as he wasn’t present.  

Mr. Henderson stated that one of the concerns the Board had regarded the vagueness of the contract, noting that the restitution was ordered based on that very vagueness.   Mr. Henderson further stated that it was apparent at the last meeting that no one was clear on what exactly was encompassed in the terms of the contract.  Mr. Henderson stated that the poor quality of the contract is a direct reflection on the licensed qualifier, Mr. Wacker which is why the Board wanted Mr. Wacker to appear before them.  Mr. Henderson told Mr. Wacker that if he cared about his license then he should be aware of what was going on with the jobs.

Mr. Wacker agreed with Mr. Henderson and apologized for missing the Probable Cause & Disciplinary hearings, stating that he had a job going in a different state and didn’t understand the seriousness of the situation.  Mr. Wacker stated that he agrees that the contract was very vague and he has gone over the contract with his staff and he is having more detailed contracts drawn up to avoid such an issue in the future.

Vice-Chairman Flowers asked Mr. Wacker about the discrepancy in company names used.

Mr. Wacker stated that the company name was a dba (doing business as) under the corporation.  Mr. Wacker further stated that he is having the attorney file the appropriate paperwork to resolve that issue as well as working on the contract. 

Mr. Henderson noted that Mr. Wacker was on probation until he appeared before this Board per the terms of the motion; however, he noted that the Board could extend that probation if they choose.  Mr. Henderson asked Ms. Payton if WCC Roofing has taken care of all of their issues. 

Ms. Payton stated that they have either taken care of or are in the process of taking care of all of their permitting issues and have scheduled to take the GC exam.  Ms. Payton further stated that she spoke with WCC Roofing about the administrative costs and was told that WCC had no problem paying those costs.  
Mr. Henderson asked staff for the number of permits with issues. 
Ms. Payton stated that WCC had a total of 21 permits of which 7 permits had issues.  Ms. Payton further stated that of those permits with issues, 3 were cancelled and for each of those they’ll have to pay a $60.00 reinstatement fee and then get the inspections scheduled.  Ms. Payton stated that of the 4 remaining permits with issues, 3 have been inspected and there is 1 that has been inspected and is waiting for re-inspection. 

Motion to relieve his suspension made by Skip Royster; Second by Jimmy Henderson; approved unanimously.

Motion to keep him on probation until all 4 outstanding permitting issues have been cleared, and all his administrative costs are paid for made by Skip Royster; Second by Skip Miller; approved unanimously. 
A brief discussion ensued.
Vice-Chairman Flowers returned the gavel to Chairman Chesser.
V. New Business
All applicants and speakers were sworn in prior to hearing Old Business.
a. Swearing in applicants/speakers:

Ms. Mullins swore in all those wishing to address the Board.  

b. Candidates for Testing Approval:

1. Clif Burdette – Building Contractor
Mr. Clif Burdette was present to answer questions from the Board. 
Chairman Chesser asked Mr. Burdette to explain who he is and what he is seeking from the Board.
Mr. Burdette stated that he is from Birmingham, Alabama but has a second home in San Destin where they spend a great deal of time.  Mr. Burdette further stated that he has been a Building Contractor in Alabama for several years.  Mr. Burdette stated that he has had several friends in the Destin area ask him to help them remodel their homes, and so he would like to get his contractor’s license so that he can work in this area as well. 

Damian Curtis asked Mr. Burdette what sort of building he did in Alabama.

Mr. Burdette stated that between Alabama and Tennessee he has built about 7 homes; however, he began working in the construction business in 1974 and further stated that he has done many commercial build-outs, churches, banks, corporate offices, etc. Mr. Burdette stated that what he wants to do is residential work, and while he has done commercial work, most of his work has been residential.  Mr. Burdette noted that he had taken some time away from the construction trade in the 1980s.  Mr. Burdette further stated that he wants to work more with remodeling as opposed to building new houses. 

Ms. Lucas informed the Board that Mr. Burdette’s experience affidavit was signed by an out-of-state contractor; therefore, staff contacted that contractor to verify his experience as well as his knowledge of Mr. Burdette’s experience.  Ms. Lucas further stated that notations of that phone conversation appear in Mr. Burdette’s file. 

A brief discussion ensued.

Motion to approve made by Damian Curtis; second by Skip Miller; approved unanimously.

2. Edward D. Burgess – Residential Contractor
Ms. Lucas
informed the Board that Mr. Burgess is appearing before the Board seeking approval to test for his Residential Contractor’s License & Competency Card.  Ms. Lucas stated that, in Mr. Burgess’ Board application, he indicated that he had been convicted of a felony for DUI and possession of a controlled substance over 25 years ago and served 2 ½ years in prison.  Ms. Lucas further stated that, again per his statement, after Mr. Burgess’ release from prison he was again arrested and charged with driving without a license, for which he served an additional 2 years in prison.  Ms. Lucas informed the Board that, since that time, Mr. Burgess has been alcohol and drug free, his driver’s license has been reinstated, and he has had no charges brought against him since that time. Ms. Lucas reminded the Board that, per Okaloosa County Ordinance 07-32, Section 3-3 Eligibility, (b) Licensure by Examination:

The applicant shall have no outstanding judgments or have been convicted of a felony.  This requirement can be waived by the Board on a case by case basis with appropriate documentation.
A brief discussion ensued. 

Mr. Edward Burgess introduced himself to the Board, stating that he lives in Mary Esther.
Chairman Chesser asked Mr. Burgess to share his building experience with the Board.

Mr. Burgess stated he was a self-employed roofing contractor in Illinois for approximately 20 years, and in addition, stated that he had done remodeling and had built several houses.  Mr. Burgess further stated that a Residential Contractor’s license wasn’t required where he lived in Illinois, stating that all he was required to hold was a Roofing license.  
Chairman Chesser asked Mr. Burgess how long he had worked in the Construction field.

Mr. Burgess stated that he had been working for about 30 years in the trade. 

Chairman Chesser asked Mr. Burgess if he had any judgments or lawsuits against him regarding his construction business. 

Mr. Burgess stated that there were no judgments or lawsuits against him and never had been.

Mr. Curtis asked Mr. Burgess what sort of actual construction experience he had as well as for the number of houses he built.  Mr. Curtis further asked Mr. Burgess if he was doing handyman work in the area. 

Mr. Burgess stated that he had built about 15-20 houses and he did handyman work in Illinois as well as locally since he moved here.  Mr. Burgess further stated that he worked as a handyman under a General Contractor, stating that the company he worked with was called Emerald Coast Construction. 

Mr. Curtis asked Mr. Burgess how long he has lived locally. 

Mr. Burgess stated that he moved to this area at the end of July, 2015. 

Mr. Henderson stated that the biggest concern he has is regarding the business side of the construction trade.   Mr. Henderson further stated that most of the contractors who come back before this Board for disciplinary reasons do so due to sloppy handling of the business side of the trade. 

Motion that to approve made by Damian Curtis; second by Skip Miller; approved unanimously.
A brief discussion ensued. 

3. Michael A. Selvey – Building Contractor
Mr. Michael Selvey was present to answer questions from the Board.
Ms. Lucas asked the Board members to carefully review his file as it appears to staff that he has sufficient experience to qualify for higher than a Residential Contractor’s license.

Mr. Selvey noted that he is seeking a Building Contractor’s license and stated that he has been working in the construction business for 30 years.  Mr. Selvey further stated that he moved to this area in 2003 and has been working with a construction company, which he named, since that time.  Mr. Selvey stated that he has probably built 60 -70 homes since his moved here in 2003. 

Motion that to approve made by Jimmy Henderson; second by Skip Royster; approved unanimously.
4. Nathaniel Nowak – Building Contractor
Mr. Nathaniel Nowak was present to answer questions from the Board. 
Ms. Lucas informed the Board that Mr. Nowak is the last testing candidate for the day noting that he is an out-of-state applicant and the person who signed his experience affidavit was contacted by staff. 

Mr. Nowak introduced himself to the Board stating that he is 31, lives in Miramar Beach and is seeking to test for a Building Contractor’s license. Mr. Nowak further stated that he is hoping to start his own business. 

A brief discussion ensued. 

Motion to approve made by Skip Miller; Second by Linda Flowers; approved unanimously. 
5. Edward Burgess – Roofing Contractor

Ms. Lucas informed the Board that there was a staff error on the agenda, stating that Mr. Burgess was seeking to test for a Roofing Contractor’s license as well as a Residential Contractor’s license. 

Mr. Burgess addressed the Board stating that he held a Roofing license in Illinois for about 20 years, although there were no inspections required or building codes used in Southern Illinois, although it might have been different in Chicago or some of the bigger cities. 

Skip Miller informed Mr. Burgess that he needed to be aware that even though he has a Workers Compensation exemption for himself, he would have to provide Workman’s Compensation for any employees or subs that he hires. 

Motion to approve for roofing made by Damian Curtis; Second by Jimmy Henderson; approved unanimously. 

VI. Other Business:
a. Board Renewals: 

Ms. Lucas stated that there are 5 Board members whose terms will expire and asked each if they were willing to serve another 3 year term.
1. Jimmy H. Henderson II

Mr. Henderson agreed to serve another 3 year term on the Board.
2. Skip Miller

Mr. Miller agreed to serve another 3 year term on the Board.
3. Ray Buck

Mr. Buck agreed to serve another 3 year term on the Board.
4. Mike Chesser

Mr. Chesser agreed to serve another 3 year term on the Board.
5. Linda Flowers

Ms. Flowers agreed to serve another 3 year term on the Board.
b. Chairman/Vice-Chairman Election:
Nomination of Mike Chesser to continue as Chairman made by Damian Curtis; nomination seconded by Randy Wise.  Mr. Chesser accepted the nomination and was elected unanimously.
Nomination of Damian Curtis to serve as Vice-Chairman made by Skip Royster; nomination seconded by Jimmy Henderson.  Mr. Curtis accepted the nomination and was elected unanimously.
A brief discussion ensued.

Ms. Lucas provided a brief overview of the Sunshine Law stating that Board members may not discuss Board business with each other in any format, to include fax, email, text, face to face, Facebook, twitter, messenger pigeon, etc.  Ms. Lucas further stated that Board members can always contact staff with questions.

Skip Royster noted that Mr. Kampert was not present at the meeting and feels that he should be present at all meetings.
Chairman Chesser directed staff to present to Elliot the Board’s request that he be present at the next meeting. 

A brief discussion ensued.

Ms. Lucas reminded the Board to please let staff know if they will or will not be able to attend the meetings.  

Attorney Kerry Parsons informed the Board that she would be serving as council at the Board meetings in the future and stated that Board members could also contact her if they have questions regarding legal issues involving the Board. 

Mr. Henderson asked Attorney Parsons about Board members not being able to discuss issues that have already appeared in the minutes and are therefore part of the public record. 

Attorney Parsons stated that she would provide a refresher on the Sunshine Law at the Board’s next meeting; however, she stated that there are three main components:

· The Board must have an open meeting

· The meeting must be noticed or advertised

· The meeting must be recorded, i.e. minutes must be taken

Attorney Parsons stated that all three of those components must be in effect for Board members to discuss any items before them.  Attorney Parsons stated that past items that are over and will never come back before the Board could be discussed; however, she does not recommend doing so as the discussion may shift and no Board member may discussion items before the Board or items that may come before the Board in the future. 

A brief discussion ensued. 

VIII. 
Adjournment
There being no further business before the Board, Vice-Chairman Chesser declared the meeting adjourned.  
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Prepared by:  ____________________________________

                     Teresa Mullins, Recording Secretary

         2.19.2016
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