Okaloosa Board of County Commissioners

February 2010

District 5 News

A Message From Your Commissioner

A warm hello Okaloosa County Citizens, and hopefully it will stay warm for a change. I often get
questions about parks in District 5. A major problem in District 5 is availability and size of property. Ac-
cording to the National Parks and Recreation Association recommendation, a neighborhood park ranges
in size from 5-10 acres. If you can locate something of this size the cost is usually extremely high. We do
have smaller size parks, which are more of a maintenance challenge; however, all parks are a cost and
maintenance challenge.

In 2008, I explored the idea of a Recreation Cooperative with the Board of County Commissioners,
much like the Okaloosa County Library Cooperative (OCPLC); however, the idea was not supported.
Parks can also be funded by a Municipal Service Benefit Unit (MSBU), which allows a neighborhood or
area to pay an MSBU tax to fund parks. Only residents in the neighborhood or area are taxed. Okaloosa
County is fortunate to have many parks and natural areas to include beach accesses, waterfront parks and
recreation parks.

We are working hard to improve aging infrastructure throughout Okaloosa County, and have re-
ceived federal stimulus funds to do so. Additionally, the Draft Tri-County Growth Management
Plan, a study resulting from the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), was released and can be
accessed online at www.tri-countybrac.com , as well as viewed in local libraries.

Where the JLUS looks at ways to mitigate mission impacts on the community, the Tri-County
Comprehensive Growth Management Plan effort was initiated to help local communities deal with the
projected growth they will face as a result of the BRAC 2005 decisions. To facilitate this effort, the Eglin
Installation Growth Committee (EIGC) was created, led by a 12-member Executive Committee and as-
sisted by 10 separate subcommittees. These efforts are the only Air Force growth project and the only
BRAC-related growth project in the state of Florida.

We are still working to move beach restoration forward to restore sand in much needed areas for
our #2 economic driver - Tourism. I hope this letter gives you just a small sampling of what’s going
on in my district; however, please feel free to contact me on any issues or concerns you have throughout
the county at 651-7105. If I'm not in, just leave a message with one of the office assistants and I'll get back
to you just as soon as I can.

In support of our military, our youth and our future,
Commissioner James Campbell
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